218                       HISTORY OF SPAIN,

only in Aragon and in southern Spain, but in Languedoc, and
even in Italy,

His first public step of interest or importance was a journey
to Rome in 1208, undertaken at the instance of Innocent III,,
that he might receive his crown at the hands of the Pope, and
submit to the issue of a Papal Rescript constituting Aragon a
Fief of the Holy See, and the "perpetual property " of the suc-
cessors of St. Peter; and he at the same time undertook for
himself and all future kings of Aragon, to pay tribute, as well
as to do homage, to the Pope, for his dominions, This whole-
sale political surrender was, however, a more practical admis-
sion of the supreme power of the Vicar of Christ on earth than
was agreeable to the Aragonese;1 and while it raised the
indignation of the king's subjects at Barcelona and Saragossa,
it does not seem to have procured for him any special favour,
spiritual or temporal, at Rome, An assembly of the States'
Council at Saragossa, in 1205, protested against the king's
action as derogatory to the honour of the nation, and pro-
nounced his surrender null and of no effect, Nor was the
stipulated tribute ever paid,2

But a greater figure than that of Peter the Catholic of
Aragon was now looming darkly on the northern frontiers of
Spain.

1 Zurita, Andes de Aragon, I L, f. 91.  The king was gratified with the title
of The Catholic, for having placed his kingdom under the patronage of the Holy
See,  Menendez Pelayo, Heterodoxos Espaftoles (1880), torn, i,, p. 421,

2 Lafuente, v. 191*